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 Editorial 

D Dear Members of HOPE, Friends and Colleagues, 
 
A month has passed since our conference in Bucharest. All of us have 
returned to the hospitals and try to utilize the new knowledge, good 
practices in our every day work. Our common attribution is the 
commitment to our profession, to the sick children in the hospitals. 
Christmas is coming and soon we will have a short rest to spend more 
time with our family and friends and to take time for ourselves too. 
 
I wish all of you a peaceful Merry Christmas and a prosperous Happy 
New Year. 
 

 
Budapest - the building of the Parliament 

 
Enjoy reading, Monika Almássy, editor 
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Letter from President 

Dear Hope members, 
allow me to start this Newsletter of HOPE with a question of conscience of John Lennon 
and Yoko Ono. 

So this is Christmas and what have you done? 

Another year over and a new one just begun. 

And so this is Christmas, I hope you have fun. 

The near and the dear one, the old and the young. 

A very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Let's hope it's a good one, without any fear. 
 

(John Lennon and Yoko Ono, 1971) 

 
So this is Christmas and what have we done? Many Hospital Teachers from all over Europe 
(and beyond) gathered in Bucharest for the HOPE congress 2014. We were guests of our 
hospitable Romanian colleagues, the dream team of the hospital school of PAVEL and the 
hospital school St. Faustina, both in Bucharest. 
 
They organised an inspiring congress, with beautiful presentations, inspiring meetings and 
visits to their hospital schools. We learned about the long and frustrating struggle for 
decent hospital teaching in Romania. We all waited (in vain) for Crown Princess Margareta 
of Romania and the Minister of Education of Romania. 
 
We met old and new friends and built new bridges in Europe. We thanked the three board 
members of HOPE who stepped down after many years of support. We welcomed the two 
new members of the board of HOPE. We looked forward to Vienna in 2016. We enjoyed 
some highlights of wonderful Bucharest. In short, thank you so much my dear dream team 
from Bucharest, you did it and we loved it. I am sure that we all can smile and tell a lot if 
someone asks us:  “So this is Christmas and what have you done?” 
 
I hope you will all enjoy the Christmas time. My advice is: At Christmas play and make 
good cheers, for Christmas comes but once a year. 
 
I wish you all:  a happy new year, bonne année, e gudd neit Joër, Gëzuar vitin e ri,  head 
uut aastat, sretna nova godina, onnellista uutta vuotta, szczęśliwego nowego roku, 
shnorhavor nor tari, Nollaig Shona Dhuit, ene boune anéye, честита нова година, godt 
nytår, Καλή Χρονιά, šťastný nový rok,  bloavezh mat, šťastný nový rok, Frohes neues Jahr,  
ath bhliain faoi mhaise,   boldog új évet, gleðilegt nýtt ár,  goedgoan in ‘t nije joar, baxtalo 
nevo bersh, Новым Годом, felice anno nuovo, laimīgu Jauno gadu, srečno novo leto, godt 
nyttår,  pace è salute, blwyddyn newydd dda, laimingų Naujųjų Metų, bon any nou, feliz 
año Nuevo, טובה שנה , un an nou fericit, urte berri on, Срећна Нова година, feliz ano 
novo, lokkich neijier, gott nytt år, yeni yılınız kutlu olsun, a gut yohr, sala we ya nû pîroz be, 
bun di bun onn, un an nou fericit, es guets Nöis, felix sit annus novus, gelukkig nieuwjaar, 
feliĉan novan jaron. 
 
Jan Haverkate  (President of HOPE) 
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Together for education 

The P.A.V.E.L. Association (Getting Help the Life is Bright) and the Association of Teachers and Educators 
working in Hospitals (Romanian network of the Professionals in the field of Hospital School) hosted 
the 9th Congress of HOPE in Bucharest. More than 200 participants from 27 different countries attended 
this congress during 4th - 8th of November. There were opportunities to participate in various plenary 
sessions, intensive workshops and network with colleagues as well as visiting hospitals.  

The main theme of the Congress was "Together for a better education of sick children and adolescents. 
Preparing pedagogues to work in a multidisciplinary team in hospitals”.  The main objective of the 
congress was to bring together pedagogues, teachers and health professionals in order to analyze, the 
skills of children and youngsters with serious somatic and mental diseases, and also to, exchange ideas 
about programs and methods for cognitive, emotional and personal development processes. 

The important results of the congress are: an awareness among education decision makers in Eastern 
European countries (Romania, Poland, Croatia, Bulgaria, Hungary, etc.); searching new methods in the 
field of special education (education for children with special education needs); future international 
cooperation between different countries’ education, new studies: ICT and education of children in 
special medical condition; the preparation of a petition for the Romania authorities, etc.  
 
Many thanks to all my colleagues involved in the preparation and organization of congress.  
 

  
 

With hope to see you all in Vienna! 
Mihai Benchea 

 

HOPE Conference Bucharest 
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Working together in the organizational multidisciplinary team of the 9th HOPE 

Congress 

 

The curtain was raised on the 9th HOPE Congress in Bucharest. Four days in the conference rooms of 
the Phoenicia Grand Hotel and thousands of words, images and hugs brought the happiness of the 
work well done to our hearts.  The organizational team of Association P.A.V.E.L. completed its mission 
and handed the HOPE flag to Austria. Our multidisciplinary team, with specific tasks and good 
communication, tried to combine business with pleasure, and science with art.  
 
15 workshops, 8 lectures, 6 posters and 12 presentations in plenary sessions gave the audience 
examples of good practices in Hospital Schools in various countries; the results of research studies, the 
questions and the answers. Many ideas for research in education that were developed in workshops or 
lectures invited the participants to cooperate for improving the quality of teaching in hospitals.  
 

  

For example Workshop 20 that continues to attract people from different countries who want to 
contribute to international research projects on education. There were also practical ideas for working 
with children with special medical conditions from Poland, Great Britain or Romania. “The art of 
participation” near “Silent book”, “Dramatic art in education” or “Learning with lots of fun” added 
colour, movement, feelings and illustrated the possibilities for informal education. 
 

   
 
The importance of e-learning, continuing learning and distance learning were highlighted in 
presentations from New Zealand, Netherlands, Germany and Bulgaria. The LeHO project is one that 
brings together professionals from many countries interested to introduce and to study the influence 
and necessity of ICT on hospitalized children.  Multidisciplinary working and cooperation was the 
principal subject of the congress and, at the same time, the condition of increasing life quality of the 
sick children and their families. 
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Hospital teachers are becoming increasingly important members of the team of clinical and allied 
health professionals, because education can play a critical role in the holistic care of children. 
Titles such as “Working together in a multidisciplinary team” or “Why is this so important?”, 
“Multidisciplinary team in Monza Hospital” highlighted the role and the profile of the “special” 
hospital teachers. They need specialized and additional qualifications in order to cope with the vast 
needs of the learners with a medical condition. According to the Spanish team, this teacher must 
have an engaging personality and teaching style, good communication with parents, a passion for 
children and teaching and be able to forge those personal and professional relationships with 
students. 
 

  
 

  
 
From Croatia to Italy, from Brazil to the Netherlands or from Israel to Finland, Sweden and Norway, 
the systems of hospital schools are very different but they have the same goal: to normalize an 
abnormal situation, to include the hospitalized pupils in life, school and society. 
The aim of all 27 countries that participated at the 9th HOPE Congress was to help Romania to 
create and then to generalize a system of hospital education by signing a petition to the Ministry of 
National Education in Romania. 
All the participants are now our friends and, from an optimistic point of view, if in two years we 
can present in Vienna the results of our common desire realized as the opening of at least 5 
Hospital Schools, we could say that the HOPE Congress organized in Romania has achieved its 
purpose. 
With hope and faith, with hard work and perseverance, we can turn the dream into reality. 
 
   Fotinica Gliga - fotinica.gliga@asociatiapavel.ro -  P.A.V.E.L.  Hospital School 

Elisabeta Nita - beti.nita@asociatiapavel.ro - P.A.V.E.L.  Hospital School 
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Saint Faustina Educational Center 

 
The purpose of Saint Faustina Educational Center comes from the necessity of a hospital school for 
hospitalized pupils, with chronic diseases or neurological problems that need to stay in hospital for 
a medium or a long period of time. It was established and in the last 15 years volunteers in 
Flanders are doing great efforts to collect funds in order to pay the salaries of five teachers and the 
operating costs for the hospital school St. Faustina. They are also taking care of the training of the 
pedagogical Romanian team and this in cooperation with Flemish hospital schools. There is an 
intense collaboration with the hospital school of Ghent. There is also a scientific support from 
Ghent University, Faculty of Special Education by Professor Geert Van Hove. 
 
The teaching-learning-evaluation activities are organized according to the provisions of the 
framework plan in force for the public education, special education and integrated special 
education. The instructive and educational process develops in groups according to the specific 
features of the disease, the hospitalization period and the level the child is at within the academic 
system. After an initial evaluation, the teachers identify the learning difficulties of every pupil and 
then adapt the curriculum to meet the child’s learning needs. To conclude, the curriculum 
adaptation process and the intervention activities suitable to every child are essential changes 
through which the personality of children with special education develops. Thus, it is ensured their 
educational and social integration in the society. 
 
WHAT DO CHILDREN FIND AT SAINT FAUSTINA EDUCATIONAL CENTER: love and interior peace, 
devotion, compassion, the feeling that they are equal to the people around them, the school they 
don’t have (here we are referring to those receiving home tuition), the children’s awareness of 
their abilities and their aspirations, “the forgetting of pain” (testimony of Sabrina, 14 years old), 
“the antibiotic against the boredom” (Sabrina), the color and the warmth of the lessons, 
socializing, encouragement, moral support. 
 
WHY DO PARENTS COME TO SAINT FAUSTINA EDUCATIONAL CENTER:  because of their need to be 
listened; for the kindness, professionalism, friendship, trust, devotion and empathy of the 
teachers; for psychological and spiritual counselling; for moral support; for the family atmosphere. 
 
WHAT DO TEACHERS FIND AT THE SAINT FAUSTINA EDUCATIONAL CENTER: Our teachers come to 
Saint Faustina Educational Center not to build a career or to have a well-paid job, but to achieve 
their mission with love, consciousness and dignity and to be close to the souls of the sick children 
that need our help and to bring back the smile on their faces, a smile of a happy child. 
 
                                    Sister Myriam – astmyriam@yahoo.com – Saint Faustina Educational Center 
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Testimonies about HOPE 2014 Bucharest 
 
“It’s been a wonderful congress and a perfect organisation. You gave every single one of us a special 
treat. You chose a nice hotel and venue for the congress with excellent conditions. There were very 
interesting presentations and workshops and you offered attractive excursions and evening activities. I 
appreciated very much that there was also a gym / fitness room in the hotel so I could exercise a bit. You 
were always ready to answer questions even with a warm-hearted smile. It has all been so great and I’d 
like to thank you all very, very much for your huge work!” - Christine Walser - Switzerland 
 
“I am sending such heartfelt thanks to you all on behalf of all the hospital teachers in the UK for the 
most wonderful conference that you arranged. It was a most moving conference with the most 
humanitarian content that I have ever experienced. All of you who work in this specialised area of 
education demonstrated such commitment and dedication. That was so very clear to me. This is 
something that I speaking for myself can say sometimes gets lost in the target driven environment that 
we work in. I am aware that there are many challenges still facing you and your colleagues but you have 
been a 'beacon of light' for me and my practice, and I thank you all most sincerely for this. 
The facilities were excellent and I can honestly say I have never attended a 'better fed' conference.” 
Marie Sherlock, UK 
 
“Thank you very much for the wonderful congress you made for us! We have been in a good mood all 
this week, just enjoying all the lovely memories from Bucharest”. 
Mirka Manninen, Merja Laakkonen and Satu Nevala – Finland 
 
“Thank you for a good Congress. You have done a fantastic work.” Ann Kemner, Sweden 
 
“It was really great time for me to be a part of HOPE Congress and I came back home with heart full of 
hope and so many new ideas for become better teacher for my students. Our Romanian colleagues 
were really marvelous so I offer my respect and bow before them not only for their high professionalism 
but because, as Robert said, it was a Congress full of warm and humanity. For me being part of HOPE 
and meeting all colleagues makes me feel that I am not alone and work in the right direction.” -
Theodora Armenkova/ Bulgaria 
 
"It was a great meeting with close friends, friends, friendliness and kindness, culture, knowledge and 
science." Brigitte Gurber/ Austria 
 
“I would like to thank my colleagues in Romania and their pupils for their warm welcome and 
hospitality. I am impressed by all the time they took to make it such a successful Congress. I also found 
the workshops to be most inspiring and it gave me inspiration for my work.” Albert H. Steen/Norway 
 
“Thoughts and impressions on HOPE Congress in Bucharest” 
I was glad to be part of the organising committee of the 9th Congress of HOPE and to contribute to the 
organisation and development of this edition of the Congress. The moments spent with over 200 
participants from 27 countries during coffee breaks or dinners, as well as participants interventions in 
the Plenaries or workshops helped me to better understand the role of the teacher in the Hospital 
School. 
One of my tasks was to develop the petition addressed to the Ministry of Education. I was deeply 
impressed by the support given by Maria to elaborating the final version, as well as by the adherence of 
all the participants to the requirements expressed in the petition. 
Thanks to the board members of HOPE for their trust and support given to the Romanian colleagues in 
organizing and conducting the Congress! 
Lucia Stirbu, Romania 
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Speech at the official opening of the 9th HOPE conference 2014 in Bucharest 
 

 
 

My name is Jan Haverkate, I am President of the Hospital Organisation for Pedagogues in Europe, 

named HOPE. 

Thank you Romania, for being host of the 9th HOPE conference in your beautiful capital Bucharest. 

I want to thank the team from Romania that dared to pick up the challenge of organising this HOPE 

conference. Two hospital schools from Bucharest worked together as one dream team. 

The hospital school of PAVEL  in Bucharest is a place to work on continuity in education for children 

with cancer. St. Faustina, the hospital school in Bucharest, is a green garden of Eden full of care and 

comfort in the middle of busy Bucharest. 

We are here together on this conference to talk about a very vulnerable group, the sick children and 

adolescents with medical conditions. Every child can suddenly become a member of this very 

vulnerable group, wherever he may live. 

In 1964, fifty years ago, The Nobel Peace Prize was won by Martin Luther King, the man who fought 

for same rights for everybody and inclusion. He fought in a non-violent way in a white man’s 

dominated world. In 2014 The Nobel Peace Prize was for Malala, the young woman who fights for the 

right for education for everybody. Malala fights in a non-violent way in a man’s dominated world. 

Martin Luther King had a dream, a dream of a better future, especially for black people. Did Martin 

Luther King’s dream come true? Yes and no. Yes, his dream came true, today the USA has a black 

president for his second term, that was a little miracle. No, Martin Luther King’s dream did not come 

true yet. There is still discrimination of black people all over the world. Malala just started her fight 

for the right of education, especially for girls. Martin Luther King and Malala, they both risked their 

lives for their fights. We all know what happened. 
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  Now our own fight for hospital teaching for our vulnerable group. What shall we choose, 

evolution or revolution? The difference is only one letter, but the real difference is very big. 

It is the difference between fast and furious or slow and sure. I prefer evolution for a sustainable 

future. 

Don’t forget: Slow and steady wins the race. We all know, even the longest voyage starts with a 

first step.. Fulfilling dreams goes step by step. Often small steps and sometimes a bigger one. My 

motto is: “Think big and act small” and don’t forget “small is beautiful”. Do you know why we are 

here in Romania today, and not in another country? 

The HOPE conference is right here, because we think that Romania is ready for the next step 

forward in hospital teaching. A group of committed pioneers has shown in Romania for many 

years that hospital teaching is very important. HOPE is willing to support with know-how, 

examples of good practice and an international network. Up to this moment, charity has made it 

possible for Romania to start up hospital teaching and now the time is right for a partnership 

between Hospital Schools in Romania with their charity organisations, the government of 

Romania, the university of Bucharest and HOPE. Together we can make this next step. We have 

the world on loan from our children, including the sick children, haven’t we? Perhaps we say to 

each other within a few years, we were there in Bucharest when the important step forward for 

hospital teaching in Romania was made. Looking back within a few years in such a way will be my 

finest hour. You may say I am a dreamer, but I hope I‘m not the only one. Hospital teaching is all 

about sharing and caring. Maggie May wrote this nice poem about that: 

 

Share and care 

The only way forward is for us to share, 

the only way that works is for us to care. 

Not only is it good for our hearts and souls,  

it’s the only way to fulfil human goals. 

 

More words don’t say more, or perhaps this quote: “Share and care and hug like a bear!” 

As president of HOPE I hereby declare open the 9th HOPE conference 2014 in Bucharest. 

Thank you very much for your attention and enjoy the conference. 

 

Jan Haverkate 
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On the first day Maria Schmidt presented and distributed the new HOPE flyer which should be used for 
official purposes and she outlined the petition for the Minister of National Education in Romania.  
In this petition our organization expresses the profound concern regarding the lack of a Romanian 
legislation and funding for hospitalised children or those with medical needs, in respect of their right to 
education, guaranteed by international conventions and treaties. 
 

Then in small groups CMs presented their national situations, their differences and their challenges. 
 

After this Miek Hoogbergen presented the role of national network manager for Ziezon in the Netherlands. 
It was followed by a brainstorming activity the main activities of a committee member for HOPE. Maria 
pointed out, that the CMs are responsible for screening new applications for membership in as far as they 
conform to the new statutes, i.e. the person is working with sick children and has a genuine interest in their 
right to education. 
 

Then Maria Schmidt and Christine Walser led a discussion about the ‘Map of HOPE’ a document which is 
meant as a collection of intormation about the countries where HOPE is active. It was decided to develop it 
further in a workshop. 
 

Christine and Maria were also asking about collaboration in reviewing, updating and renewing the HOPE 
website. A small workshop was established. 
 

Michel Kleuters, who had been given the title of ‘ambassador’ of HOPE by the Board for the purpose of 
assisting the Romanian congress team and for trying to find donations for HOPE, offered his assistance to 
committee members should they wish to set up a national network. 
 

The meeting finished with a free discussion among the CMs. 
 

  
 
On the second day Maria Schmidt introduced the new sub-page of the website called the ‘Showcase’. It’s a 
page to present books, brochures, publications, CDs DVDs etc. which may be of interest (but not easy to find 
or obtain) to colleagues working in the area of hospital teaching. 
 

Maria informed that the board had decided that the individual author of an article in the newsletter is 
responsible for respecting the copyright (e.g. reprinting works of art). 
 

She also explained her motion to the GA about a data protection policy. 
 

And she informed about the lost status with the Council of Europe as an INGO with the right to file 
complaints. 

Committee Members’ Meeting - Summary 
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After the formalities the minutes of the previous General Assembly were approved with some changes.   
Then the activities of the board were displayed on the screen.  There were questions why the 
document had not been published to the members in time for them to read it. The vote count for the 
board's discharge was 99 yes, 0 no, 21 abstentions. 

This was followed by the treasurer’s financial report including the first audit according to the new 
statutes. Maria Schmidt thanked the auditors (Danielle Bailleux and Annette Marso (LU), Elisabeth 
Karelid and Klas Brunander (SE) for their diligent work reviewing 80+ pages.  The treasurer was 
discharged unanimously.  - In that context Maria reported about the audit in 2013 by the 
EU/international auditing firm of the 7th HOPE Congress in Munich in 2010. 

There were some changes to the board of directors. Three board members: Agneta Grunditz, Mary 
McCarron and Maria Schmidt stepped down. The two new candidates presented and voted in were 
Marie Sherlock (new secretary) and Robert Kirsch. After their presentation the new board of directors 
was elected for a renewable term of 2 years.  

The new official address of HOPE in Belgium, a change of the statutes, was unanimously approved.  

A motion by Maria for HOPE to draft a data protection policy within a year was approved. 

The General Assembly ended with a presentation by 2 members of the organising team of the next 
HOPE conference:  It will take place in Vienna, Austria, in May 2016. 

Monika Almassy 
 

General Assembly 8th November 2014, Bucharest - Summary 

It was followed by the announcement that Agneta Grunditz is stepping down from the Board. 
The newsletter will now be compiled by Monika Almassy. 
 

Gerd Falk-Schalk, former president of HOPE, gave a brief history of the origin and work of Workshop 
15 about 'The Rights of Sick Children /HOPE Charter' and and expressed the importance of updating 
it.  She explained that she would like to step down from leading the workshop.  After the meeting 
Theodora Armenkova (BG) agreed to take on the task. 

Then the new board candidates presented themselves. 

Michele Capurso and Matteo Uggeri presented the (Erasmus+) LeHo project (Learning at Home and in 
Hospital), more information at www.lehoproject.eu  und http://tinyuri.com/lehohope. 

Finally, Theodora Armenkova from Bulgaria suggested that a Facebook page be set up for HOPE. 
 

Monika Almassy 

http://www.lehoproject.eu/
http://tinyuri.com/lehohope
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Michael Klemm, one of the pioneers of HOPE, died on 
November 10,2014.  He was involved in setting up the 
European network of hospital teachers, starting 1988 
in Ljubljana, and helped build the organization during 
the following 25 years. 
Michael was then active as committee member, board 
member, treasurer, auditor in HOPE. On a local and 
national level he co-authored and co-edited many 
books, students' magazines; founded a charity for sick 
children and one for children in Africa; and was 
instrumental in achieving favourable legislation for 
hospital teaching in Baden-Württemberg, Germany.   
Many people saw him as a mentor, someone very 
professional, but also loving life, music and dance; as 
someone who was unconventional, ready to disregard 
rules when they were an impediment to the well-being 
and equal chances of sick or disabled children. 
Please find more at www.hospitalteachers.eu/michael 

 
Maria Schmidt 

Obituary 

The draft minutes of the committee meeting and of the General Assembly will be published 

soon on the HOPE website. 

As you already know Agneta Grunditz has stepped down as the editor of the newsletter. 

Thank you very much for her devoted work. By now I have taken over her task. You are very 

welcome to write and send me articles, reports and photos for the Newsletter. If you have any 

ideas or suggestions about the contents of the NLs please share them with me. 

The next NL will be edited in February in 2015. I plan to collect articles about networks, 

workshops, ateliers among from different countries. 

It would be also great to inform each other about the results of Erasmus+ Programmes. 

Please, send me your summaries (about 250 words) to moni.almassy.hope@gmail.com 

Last but not least I would like to thank Fabrizio Mencarini for his great help in the technical part 

of this edition. 

Monika Almassy 
 

http://www.hospitalteachers.eu/michael
mailto:moni.almassy.hope@gmail.com
mailto:moni.almassy.hope@gmail.com

