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Dear Members of HOPE, CM, friends and colleagues 

 

Everyone knows that knowledge is the key to success. To get knowledge 

you need to have good reading comprehension so our job as hospital 

teacher is to strengthen our pupils in a long life learning. Sometimes pupils 

need digital tools but don’t never forget that computers and iPads are 

instruments that simplifies but does not rule out the teacher's efforts.  

Congratulation! Irma Vitukynaite, hospital teacher, has been elected 2013 

as president of the national association for hospital teachers in 

Lithuania.You can read more in the pedaegogue Newsletter 

http://www.sac.smm.lt/images/file/leidiniai/08%20330%20Sv%20Naujieno

s.pdf 

Recently their pedagogical national strategial aim has incorporated teaching 

for students in hospitals and wards. 

 

Next Board meeting for HOPE is 4
th

 – 6
th

 April in Budapest, Hungary. 

Contact the Board of Directors if you have any questions, please. 
http://www.hospitalteachers.eu/who/board-of-directors 

 

 

Enjoy reading, Agneta Grunditz, editor 
 

 
      

 

 

Forward with feedback 

Do we do the right things? And if we do the right thing, do we do it the 

right way? These are two very important questions. Hospital teachers 

always work with fragile pupils in difficult situations. Hospital teachers are 

obliged to do the right thing in our daily work. Hereby the poem “Bloody 

men” by Wendy Cope about another important activity: 

 

Bloody men are like bloody buses, 

you wait for about a year 

and as soon as one approaches your stop, 

two or three others appear. 

You look at them flashing their indicators,  

offering you a ride.  

You're trying to read the destinations,  

you haven't much time to decide. 

If you make a mistake, there is no turning back,  

jump off, and you'll stand there and gaze.  

While the cars and the taxis and lorries go by  

and the minutes, the hours, the days.  
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Give children a 

friendly ear 

to whisper into  

so that 

nightmares  

go away,  

leaving their 

dreams  

to come true. 
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Is she doing the right thing? Yes she is, chasing for fun is always in season. Is 

she doing it the right way? I doubt, she may need some proper evaluation…… 

In a learning organisation for hospital teaching, you long to know what your 

customers think about your services. Mostly hospital teachers get nice 

compliments, but criticism can sometimes be very painful. You cannot make 

an omelette without breaking eggs. Even the hardest criticism is a form of 

commitment, we can learn from it and it keeps us sharp. Hospital teachers 

worldwide have some mottos: 

 

1) The customer is king 

2) Hospital teachers are willing servant with this classic commitment: 

      For our daily work we work very hard, 

      for extra work we use our leisure time, 

      we do urgent tasks in between 

      and upon request we do magician tricks.  

 

Who never blushed for a mistake in the daily work? I think we all did, which is 

a good sign, because blushing is the paint of good behaviour. And then, what is 

defeat? Nothing but education, nothing but the first step towards something 

better. What is done can’t be undone and it is no use crying over spilt milk. But 

just saying sorry is too easy. Learn from your mistakes and improve yourself 

and your organisation. Once bitten, twice shy. Experience is the best of 

education, but the school fees are heavy. Experience criticism as an advice, it 

makes you better for free.  Many receive advice, but only wise profit by it. 

Successful people experience everybody in their neighbourhood as a mentor. 

We need feedback to go forward, feedback is vital, be grateful for it. Therefore 

we can use an evaluation form, to improve the quality of the service to our 

king, the customer. 

In the Netherlands we worked out a professional evaluation form for hospital 

teaching. This evaluation form is now on the website of HOPE. You can 

download it for free and adapt it for you own organisation, by adding your 

contact details and logo and also by choosing the questions you need). 

 

Jan Haverkate, President of HOPE 

 

 

 

 

 

In Armenia we have an advantage to run the hospital school – a unique 

institution for the whole country. Our hospital school is not a state school. It is 

run and supported by a local non-governmental organization “Direct Aid 

Association” in two pediatric hospitals. For a long time DAA had the strong 

support of our Swiss partners VAD which established the hospital school and 

clinical psychosocial service. It has supported the founding of the local NGO 

in 1997. VAD ran out in 2008. However, our Swiss colleagues continuously 

help us in our professional work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Hospital School Routine in Armenia 
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We do have two hospital school rooms on wards in Nephrology and Urology and 

we also have a visiting teacher who serves the children in other pediatric 

departments. In our hospital school we follow the state curriculum. In addition we 

use all kinds of hands-on activities, educational games and fun worksheets while 

teaching our pupils languages, math, biology, geography, literature and crafts.  

The hospital school also provides extracurricular activities. We organize outings 

to the parks and museums, cinemas and theaters whenever our pupils are allowed 

to join in such activities. Now when the year has just started we plan the next 

activities. DAA hospital school has its local friends as well. Our friends from the 

puppet show will soon visit the children at the hospital with an interesting  

program full of surprises and much fun. For the children this will be a unique 

possibility to perform: they will dance and sing together with the clowns and other 

fairy-tale heroes, recite poems with them. They will also get very competitive in 

teams when it gets down to solving puzzles and getting prizes. 

 

At the hospital school we teach new skills and knowledge to the children. At the 

same time we try to provide them with some entertainment during the uneasy time 

of the hospitalization. Occasionally we have small groups of peers from the home 

schools visiting our pupils at the hospital school. These are also educational 

moments for all. The visiting pupils have to share something new they have 

Rec ently learnt at school with the hospital school pupils while the latter ones 

will share their educational experience with the visiting group. This project we 

call “Back to the home schools”.  

This is just a part of our hospital school routine and we are glad to have this 

opportunity to share it with our colleagues at HOPE.  

 

Liana Sanamyan 

Direct Aid Association 

30 Mamikonyants str. 

Yerevan 0014, Armenia 

Tel:  374 10 230014 

E-mail: daa.office@gmail.com 

URL: www.daa.am 

 

 

      View from Armenia and the capital Jerevan 
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Vilnius Santariskes consulting teaching centre is hospital school which is located 

in Vilnius University Paediatric service. There are fourteen wards in the hospital 

so children and teenagers l with different disbilities and illnesses stay here. Thus, 

all subject teachers work with different ages and capacities pupils. In  this article 

we share our experience with reading. 

Primary school students are taught to read  based on Programmes, confirmed by  

Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science, for schools. Professional teachers, 

who have special qualification to work with primary classes, work in primary 

school classes. It is necessary as primary students require special techniques and 

methods. In addition, it is necessary to pay attention that we have chronical illness 

or with special needs students who are more sensitive. Therefore, they are 

ususally taught with the help of informal activities, which help overcome learning 

obstacles. 

Taking into consideration students‘ capacities/possibilities and health state , 

individual programme is prepared for a concrete  student. Impatient  students are 

more sensitive and vulnerable , so their lessons are  (we try to teach them) based 

on informal teaching, in  more creative way. Invoking games, favourite fairy tales 

and animations‘ heroes. 

Different games such as syllable puzzles, saying words beginning with the same 

letter, which is presented on the given day topic. Peculiar letters are underlined in 

the middle of words, stating the place of the letter in a word. For example s-3rd in 

the word or 5th. To form as more as possible words from given letters and 

syllables. Students are given short text (depending on the level), where  longer 

and more complicated words are changeable by pictures describing certain word. 

Further words with diphtongs are presented. It is necessary to find and underline 

diphtongs. Such kind of techniques help primary students to learn and improve 

their reading skills. 

Elder students, are encouraged to read. Teenagers are trying to solve their self-

knowledge problem. Mentioned period is expression of freedom and self-

exploration. Therefore, mostly of students choose books according to their 

interests, experience and taste. Again there is recommended books by national, 

worldwide classics and contemporary writers. In this case teachers during their 

first lessons with  peculiar students try to find out as more as possible about them, 

their inner state and needs;  recommend what kind of literature they should 

choose. It is important to mention that not all students show their desire to read at 

once. Thus the teacher try to read chosen by him/her short stories or extracts from 

novels which could be interesting for a student. Not always students start reading 

from the first lesson but later they find it interesting and want to know 

continuation or full story. Sometimes little by little but work go forward.  

There is a small library in every ward and main school library where students are 

suggested bigger choice. Considering that some students, because of their health 

state or disability are not mobile and cannot to reach library themselves , are 

helped by their parents or teachers to get required book. At school teachers 

suggesting books try follow programme which recommmends authors and their 

works.  

Work with the impatient students demands much creativity and responsibility. 

Therefore, center‘s teachers share their experience, do different research, 

Teaching and improving reading 
 
 
 
 

 

4 

 



 

HOPE  news  

participate in seminars related with teaching to read and improving reading skills 

techniques. 

 

Irma Vitukynaite  

President of Lithuanian National association 

Project coordinator of Vilnius Santariskes Consulting teaching centre 

Vilnius, Lithuania 

 

Email: centrasirma@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 
 

                     Wiev from Vilnius, Lithuanian                                         The cathedral   

 

 

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

we are pleased to welcome you to the 9th Congress of HOPE (Hospital 

Organization of Pedagogues in Europe). The P.A.V.E.L. Association (Getting 

Help the Life is Bright) and the Association of Teachers and Educators working 

in Hospitals (Romaniannetwork of the Professionals in the field of Hospital 

School), in cooperation with Romanian Ministry of National Education and 

University of Bucharest, are honored to host the next edition of the HOPE 

Congress. 

The main theme of the Congress is “Together for a better education of sick 

children and adolescents. Preparing pedagogues to work in a multidisciplinary 

team in hospitals”. The main objective is bringing together the efforts and skills 

of children and youngsters with serious somatic and mental diseases, their 

families, teachers and health professionals during cognitive, emotional and 

personal development processes. 

The 2014 Congress is a great opportunity to share ideas, expertise and to build 

constructive partnerships between practitioners at national, regional and 

international levels. Keynotes, breakouts and networking opportunities with 

professionals in the fields of Pedagogy, Psychology, Education, Management 

and Health will be available throughout the congress. 

On behalf of the HOPE Congress Committee we look forward to welcoming you 

to the international event organized in Bucharest, Romania. 

Olga Cridland President of Association P.A.V.E.L., Member of HOPE 

Mihai Benchea Coordinator of Congress, Committee Member of HOPE 

Visit http://www.hospitalteachers.eu/info/news for more information, please. 
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You can use eTwinning for projects throughout Europe. Please, visit the website  

www.eTwinning.net if there is something intersting for you. Tap the icon in the 

top and you can read the text in your own language. 

 

 

 

 

 

New members are welcomed to our European organisation. You may apply for 

membership on the link http://www.hospitalteachers.eu/who/become-a-member 

There you also find the fee of the membership. 

 If you have any question contact the Board of Directors 

www.hospitalteachers.eu ,please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share your working situation or pedagogical experiences with us, please. 

It’s always interesting to read about colleugues` working place, so   

you are very wellcome to write and send articles, reports and photos to 

Newsletter, NL. 

Please, write in Times New Roman 12 and the head i Tahoma 18. It’s the best  

if the text isn’t longer than 250 letters. 

Send your materials to agneta@grunditz.se 

 

Deadline for next number is 11
th

 May 2014. 

 

See you! Agneta Grunditz 

 
 
 

 An invitation 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Hospital Organization of Pedagogues in Europe 
        hope@hospitalteachers.eu - www.hospitalteachers.eu 

 

 New Members 
 
 
 
 

 

eTwinning for collaboration 
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