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 Editorial 

D Dear Members of HOPE, Friends and Colleagues, 

 

Soon we will all  have a break for the Christmas Holidays. We will be 
able to spend time with family and friends, and leave our work cares 
for a while. It is a time of introversion and renewal. 
 
I wish you all enough time for this, Merry Christmas and Peaceful 
New Year. 
 
Enjoy reading from Australia, Austria, Norway, Romania and 
Hungary. 

 
The Castle of Vajdahunyad in Budapest 

 
 

       Best wishes 

        Monika Almássy 
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Letter from President 

Who can take a sunrise, sprinkle it with dew? 
 

Dear Hope members, 
In November 2015 a Dutch delegation of HOPE had an inspiring meeting with the 
chairman of the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) the 
Dutchman Mr. Marc Dullaert. ENOC is a not-profit association of independent 
children’s rights institutions (ICRIs). Its mandate is to facilitate the promotion and 
protection of the rights of children, as formulated in the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. Its operation is partially secured by EC funding. By 2015 ENOC had grown 
to include 41 institutions in 33 countries within the Council of Europe, 22 of which EU 
countries. 
For more information: www.enoc.eu 
 
ENOC members select each year one specific issue that is affecting children’s rights 
and requires special attention and careful consideration at Member States’ and at 
European’s levels. Hereby some of these specific issues from the past: Violence against 
Children (2015), Children on the move (2013), Children in conflict with the law (2012), 
Children in institutions (2011), Unaccompanied children (2006) and Corporal 
punishment (2001). The ENOC Annual Conference is the concluding event for the 
themes selected each year and provides the opportunity to present the work ENOC 
has done over the year. 
 
I hope I can share a little secret with you. During our meeting with Mr. Marc Dullaert, 
we heard some wonderful news for HOPE. ENOC members selected this specific issue 
for 2016: “Access to education for all children” and two people of HOPE have been 
invited by Chairman Mr. Marc Dullaert to attend the next conference of ENOC in 
September 2016 in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania. Hope has been invited to make a 
contribution to the conference of ENOC, by giving a presentation and/or by offering 
printed information about HOPE for the participants. 
 
Marc Dullaert was really interested in the HOPE Charter with the Rights and 
Educational Needs of Sick Children and Adolescents. Once in a while you meet the 
right person at the right time. To show my gratitude, I wrote the beginning of an 
international anthem for ENOC: 
 
            (Thanks to Mr. Sammy Davis Jr.) 
 
            Who can take a sunrise, sprinkle it with dew, 
            cover it with choc'late and a miracle or two? 
            The Children’s Ombuds(wo)man can, 
            oh the Children’s Ombuds(wo)man can, 
            the Children’s Ombuds(wo)man can, 
            'cause (s)he mixes it with love and makes the world taste good. 

http://www.enoc.eu/
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Do you see many similarities 
between Ombudspersons and 
Hospital Teachers? I do! Do you 
know the Ombudsperson for 
Children in your own country? 
Perhaps this Ombudsperson for 
Children is your new partner in your 
struggle to promote the Rights and 
Educational Needs of Sick Children 
and Adolescents. On the website of 
ENOC, you can find your 
Ombudsperson. 
 

 
 
I hope you will all enjoy the Christmas time and I wish you all: a happy new year, bonne 
année, e gudd neit Joër, Gëzuar vitin e ri,  head uut aastat, sretna nova godina, onnellista 
uutta vuotta, szczęśliwego nowego roku, shnorhavor nor tari, Nollaig Shona Dhuit, ene boune 
anéye, честита нова година, godt nytår, Καλή Χρονιά, šťastný nový rok,  bloavezh mat, 
šťastný nový rok, Frohes neues Jahr,  ath bhliain faoi mhaise,   boldog új évet, gleðilegt nýtt ár, 
goedgoan in ‘t nije joar, baxtalo nevo bersh, Новым Годом, felice anno nuovo, laimīgu Jauno 
gadu, srečno novo leto, godt nyttår,  pace è salute, blwyddyn newydd dda, laimingų Naujųjų 
Metų, bon any nou, feliz año Nuevo, טובה שנה , un an nou fericit, urte berri on, Срећна Нова 
година, feliz ano novo, lokkich neijier, gott nytt år, yeni yılınız kutlu olsun, a gut yohr, sala we 
ya nû pîroz be, bun di bun onn, un an nou fericit, es guets Nöis, felix sit annus novus, gelukkig 
nieuwjaar, feliĉan novan jaron. 
 
 
 

                                           Jan Haverkate 
                                         President of HOPE 
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Dear friends of H.O.P.E., 
 
It is now a year since our H.O.P.E. Congress took 
place in Bucharest. As you maybe remember 
almost of all of the European participants of the 
congress signed the petition in which we asked 
for recognition and financial support of the St. 
Faustina and P.A.V.E.L.-hospital schools by the 
Romanian Government. The Board of HOPE 
promised our Romanian colleagues to support 
them in their objective to become that official 
Romanian hospital school. The Board asked me 
to support our Romanian colleagues with this work. The most important item for reaching this 
goal is the cooperation of the teams of the two hospital schools. 
 
Together we decided to organise a round-table-conference which happened on the 15th of 
October 2015, in the Palace of Parliament in Bucharest; the same room where the opening of 
the H.O.P.E. Congress in 2014 took place. 
 
This meeting was attended by: Mr. Marc Clays and Mrs. Marijke Verfaillie from the N.G.O. 
NoNamedChild (Belgium), Myself Michel Kleuters ambassador of H.O.P.E., the directors and 
teachers of St.Faustina and P.A.V.E.L. Representatives of the Romanian Parliament, Ministry of 
Education, the educational advisor of the President and other representatives from special 
needs and child protection organizations. 
In my opening speech at the conference I informed the attendees what H.O.P.E.as European 
Organisation means, how many countries are members of our organisation and of course 
what are aims are. I also presented the HOPE Flyer, our HOPE-charter in Romanian language 
and the booklet “Caring about….taking care of pupils with chronic or long-term illnesses. 

 
I also congratulated St. Faustina and 
PAVEL on behalf of H.O.P.E. for their 
success in gaining financial support for 
their work for one year from Inspectorat 
of Education of Bucharest. They secured 
some financial support for 1 year from 
the Inspectorat of Education of 
Bucharest. This action took place two 
weeks before the Conference. As 
ambassador of HOPE I am very happy 
that this first step was made, and hope 
that next steps will follow very soon. 
 

The issues discussed were: 
 

 The current hospital school legislation doesn’t work. Why? What must be changed? 

 After how many days of hospitalisation can the sick child go to the hospital school? 

 Another problem refers to the age of children. What happens to high school pupils and the children 

Letter from Ambassador 
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aged from 4 until 7? According to the current law, they can’t benefit from educational activities. 

 How can we change the legislation? Who is responsible for enforcing this law? 

 Training for the hospital teacher (free of charge, if possible) 

 What can be done in order to get financial support from the Romanian Authorities and to officially 

recognise the two hospital schools? 

Answers to these questions are: 

Mr. Traistaru, the representative of the Minister of Education from Romania gave his opinion 
and his advice to the problems that PAVEL and St. Faustina encounter. First he said that both 
organisations should belong to the special education department. It’s a very good thing that 
there are two hospital schools in Bucharest and he agrees that the educational activities 
developed have positive effects on the sick child’s physical and especially psychological state. 
Mr. Traistaru believes that PAVEL and St. Faustina bring their contribution to the child’s 
education, but at this point he cannot speak about school because there is no relation with 
the Ministery of Education. Both organisations can develop extracurricular activities, but we 
can’t talk about school. We can talk about hospital school when both organisations have an 
authorisation of functioning that is officially recognised by the Ministry of Education. 

 
Referring to the hospital teacher training, he 
advised that the hospital teachers should 
attend the special course for special needs 
teachers. He also said that the hospital 
school teacher can take a job in a special 
education school and thus, they will be paid 
by that special education school. The teacher 
will sign a contract and he will get hourly 
wages for a limited period of time. The 
employer is the special education school 
from the department (sector) where the 
hospital school belongs to. Mr. Traistaru 

agreed that the teachers working for PAVEL and St. Faustina have priority for taking the jobs 
provided by the special education schools. 
 
Mr. Traistaru considers that what happens now in the hospital schools (the educational 
activities developed for the sick children) represents home tuition. 
 
Finally, he advised that the teachers from PAVEL and St.Faustina should cooperate and 
together they must send a petition to the Ministry of Education in order to change the most 
important parts from the existing hospital school legislation (two or three articles from the 
law). The law can be modified by an emergency ordinance. He also said that we should work 
together with specialists from other institutions in order to make the necessary changes to the 
law. Finally he reassured us of his support and wished good luck in the future for the hospital 
teachers presented at the meeting. 
 
After the meeting, the teachers from Saint Faustina Educational Centre and from Pavel 
Association gathered together with the two guests from Belgium and the ambassador of HOPE 
in order to discuss the conclusions of the meeting and the following steps that must be made. 
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The general conclusions were: 
 

 It was a constructive meeting; it made a big step for the future because the participants came from 
important institutions related to education and special education 

 It was a positive atmosphere 

 All attendees were interested 

 The training for the hospital teacher training shall be supported by the Government, it should be free 
of charge 

 There must be a better collaboration between PAVEL and St.Faustina and specialists from other 
educational institutions;   

 The teachers must send  a report to the Ministry of Education in order to achieve the modification of 
the current hospital school law 

 The Romanian Government must take responsibility for the education of the sick children from 
Romania; 

What are the following steps: 

 We must make a good plan together for the modification of the existing law; 

 The teachers from the two hospital schools must gather and work together for this plan; 

 The plan must be as more concrete as possible and it must have a good construction 

 We settled an appointment in order to start working on this plan 

 The date of this meeting is 12th November 2015, at 6 p.m. and the location is Saint Faustina 
Educational Center 

 The agenda of the meeting will be made by Mrs. Tuta Visescu, primary school teacher at Saint Faustina 
Educational Center 

Advised by the educational advisor of the President this plan must be ready within half a year 
and must be sent to all the participating organisations of this meeting. The minutes of every 
meeting will be sent to Marc Claes and Michel Kleuters for remarks, advice, ideas, and so on. 

Dear colleagues, as you see we made a first important step in the direction of realising 
education for sick children and adolescents in the hospitals of Bucharest. But still we have 
together a long way to go to realise all our ambitions. 

I take this opportunity to thank our Romanian colleagues for their hospitality and the good 
cooperation organizing this round-table conference. 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas season and a healthy and successful 2016. 

Warm regards, 

                                                         Michel Kleuters 
                                                                                                    Ambassador of HOPE 

                                   michelkleuters@hotmail.com 

  

mailto:michelkleuters@hotmail.com
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Klaus Johannis, President of Romania, visited hospital school 

President of Romania, Mr. Klaus Johannis, visited in 2015 February an oncology ward for 
children in Bucharest. He came to find out about the education of children in hospital and to 
see how the school in hospital is 
organized. After chemotherapy and 
radiologic therapy sessions, children 
and teens are exhausted and they need 
to stay in bed. But all are brave and 
want to learn in the hospital school. In 
there, teachers or volunteers are 
teaching Romanian language, 
mathematics, physics or history. He 
stated that ''the dedication of these 
people is an example to all of us. A 
society becomes truly powerful only 
through solidarity and courage of its 
people. " 
 
Educational Camp for children and teenagers- students in hospital 

For the first time in Romania, 17 children and adolescents participated at the first edition of 
three Educational Camp for Hospital School Students. The students showed their intelligence 
and talent at different educational subjects. 17 children and adolescents, led by five teachers, 
were able to present their knowledge and skills about Romanian language, mathematics, 
physics, biology, chemistry, history or geography, or to show their talents on painting or 

music. The initiative took place in 
the context of promoting and 
respecting the right to education. 
PAVEL Association organized 
between June 14-16, 2014, an 
educational camp for children who 
have been diagnosed with a serious 
somatic illness (cancer, leukemia, 
etc.). 
The activity is a part of one project 
called "Education never stops", a 
project powered by PAVEL 
Association, started in August 2014 

with the aim of enabling children and youngsters with serious somatic diseases access to 
adapted forms of formal and informal education, during hospital stay in pediatric medical 
units from Bucharest. This project is funded by EMC Computer Systems Austria GmbH, an 
international company active in the field of business software. The main purpose of the 
"Education never stops" is preventing the dropout of children and young people with somatic 
diseases and supporting their reintegration into the public education system. At the end, the 
project team expressed their greetings to all participants, and the members of team hope to 
bring other boys and girls willing to learn  at the second edition of educational camp for 
hospital school patients. 
 

  

Retrospective of Hospital School in Romania - 2015 
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Balance in heaven - a campaign for hospital school 

On 22 August 2015, Eliza Nitescu, an enthusiastic volunteer of PAVEL Association, went on a 
Romanian expedition to reach the Uhuru Peak, the highest peak in Africa. Eliza climbed the 
African mountain in order to 
have the chance to understand 
the world and life on another 
level, but also to support 
children with cancer in Romania. 
All funds collected in the cause 
of the campaign would be 
directed to the "Hospital 
School", a program developed by 
PAVEL Association (an 
organization specialized in social 
and educational care for children 
with cancer and other serious 
somatic diseases). 
 
The opening of the new school year in hospital at Oncology Clinic in Bucharest 

To celebrate the occasion of the new school year, Association P.A.V.E.L. held a ceremony to 
which the organization invited doctors, parents, volunteers and officials in education and 
health fields to participate in. For the first time in our 25 year history, the Minister for 
Education Mr. Sorin Mihai Cimeianu, was present at the opening ceremony of the school year 
and he spoke with deep emotion to all  who attended the event. Among other things, Mr. 
Sorin Mihai Cimeianu expressed his regrets that the authorities have failed to engage quickly 

in organizing and supporting the 
school in the most important 
oncology center in Romania and 
he gave assurances that the 
authorities will make steps in 
order to regulate the educational 
process in hospitals. 
It must be said that immediately 
after this special visit the 
education authorities have 
begun the process of selecting 
teachers and pedagogues who 
will work in three pediatric 
hospitals in Bucharest. 

Finally, the collaboration between public and private sectors has led to a concrete program 
focused on the right to education, for the first Romanian hospital school. 
 
 

                                                                Mihai Benchea      Mihai Benchea 
                                                                                                                                                mihai.benchea@gmail.com 
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St. Olav’s University Hospital (Norwegian: St. Olavs Hospital Universitetssykehuset i Trondheim) 
is the hospital in Trondheim, Norway. It is part of St. Olavs Hospital Trust that operates all the 
hospitals in Sør-Trøndelag and thus indirectly state owned. It cooperates closely with 
the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in research and in education of medical 

doctors.  

The university is named 
after Olaf II of Norway, also 
known as St. Olav. 

The hospital performed 
274,441 somatic and 88,692 
psychiatric consultations in 
2005 with 8,691 employees 
and a budget of Norwegian 
krone 5.1 billion.  

Trondheim Heliport, St. Olav's 
Hospital (ICAO: ENTR) is 
a helipad located adjacent to 
the emergency ward. 

The School at St. Olavs Hospital offers education at primary and secondary level to 
pupils/students and adults who are patients at the hospital. We are located at the Unit for 
Children and Youths and at the Unit for Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. In addition we 
provide curriculum education for students at college/high school level at other units at the 
hospital. We maintain a close relationship with the various units. 

The school activities are located within the hospital area in Trondheim. Situated in the central 
part of Norway, Trondheim is the third largest city in the country. Our school has a 
headmaster and seven teachers. Most of our pupils/students come from the three counties 
“Møre og Romsdal”, “Sør-Trøndelag” and “Nord Trøndelag”. The State owns the hospital. 
However, it is Sør-Trøndelag county which is responsible for the School and the teaching of 
the youngsters (age 6 – 18) at St. Olavs Hospital. The county cooperates with the municipality 
of Trondheim in the running of the school. We give individual tuition/education to children, 
youths and adults hospitalized at St. Olavs Hospital who have rights according to the national 
law of education (“Opplæringslova”). 

 

SKOLEN ST. OLAVS HOSPITAL’S AIMS: 

We want to provide the pupils/students with a life situation as normal as possible, with focus 
on confidence, prosperity and life quality. In cooperation with the pupils’/students’ home 
schools we want to give chronic ill and long-term hospitalized children adapted education, to 
make it easier for them to return to their home school. 

Please, feel welcome to contact our headmaster for any further information: 

skolen-st-olav.postmottak@trondheim.kommune.no - Phone: +47 72574747 

St. Olavs Hospital - Norway 

mailto:skolen-st-olav.postmottak@trondheim.kommune.no
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Projects this fall: 

 

 

                                                       

                                                      

                                                                                                           albert-hakon.steen@trondheim.kommune.no 

  

 

Make your own robot: The robots where 

made out of ordinary home products, glue 

and some electric components. The 

project was done in cooperation with 

teachers from “Vitensenteret». 

 

A creative project for reading: This project 

was made by some of our teachers, with 

the aim to make reading fun, interesting 

and as an inspiration for more reading.  

 

We also had a visit from the local library. 

They gave an introduction to the new 

book that would come this fall. 

Steen Albert Håkon 
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The 2015 H.E.L.P. Conference (Health. Education. 
Learners. Parents) was held in Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia. 
The conference theme of ‘Providing Today for a Promising 
Tomorrow’ invited abstracts that promoted the 
importance of early intervention and ongoing support to 
improve outcomes for seriously ill students. 
 
The conference had five main strands being Education, 
Health, Wellbeing, Research and Technology. 
 

The 2015 H.E.L.P. Conference was memorable with great key note speakers and a diversity of 
breakout sessions. This year it was truly an international conference with delegates from 
Australia, New Zealand, Europe and the U.S.A. representing more than 60 different 
organisations. The conference provided the opportunity to effectively network and build 
partnerships to fuel significant change and growth, enabling all of us to make an even bigger 

impact on the lives of children 
with chronic illness and their 
families. Advocacy, collaboration 
and partnerships are all integral to 
ensuring children with acute and 
chronic illness have the best 

possible opportunities to achieve quality life outcomes. 
 
We were pleased to have Silvia Klunder University of Leiden, Leiden, Netherlands as one of 
our break out session speakers. Silvia spoke on Factors that Influence Effective Teaching Sick 
Students in Mainstream Schools Using Videoconferencing. 
 
Evaluation comments included: 
‘Great to see that Videoconferencing is effectively 
used across the Netherlands. It’s time Australia 
made friends in the right direction. At least for our 
Wi-Fi!’ 
‘What brilliant technology! I hope that Australia 
has the chance to take on this idea and get it 
running’ 
 
So from H.O.P.E. to H.E.L.P it’s clear to see that there is much to be gained from sharing best 
practice and innovative ways to provide the best possible outcomes for the students with 
health conditions. 
Our next H.E.L.P. Conference will be held in Sydney in 2017. We look forward to seeing more 
H.O.P.E. Conferencers there! 

 
 

 

 
 

H.E.L.P. Conference 2015 

Webster Tracey 

tracey.webster@au.mcd.com 
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Have any of you heard about this website? 
http://www.sendkidstheworld.com/index.p
hp/home.html 
 
It features kids with life threating illnesses 
and injuries and enables you to reach out to 
them and send them encouraging postcards 
from all around the world.  
 
Some weeks ago a mother shared with me 
their story: 
 
„I would start from  the very  beginning. When  my son, Berci had to be taken to the hospital  
naturally I wanted to do my best for him, not only physically but mentally too.  First I collected 

all of my acquaintances and friends and asked them to 
send drawings  to Berci into the hospital and home. 
But after a time these messages  weren’t   inspiring for 
him. Then I met „Send Kids the World” webpage and 
signed up him. By this time my son had to have a bone 
meadow transplant and he had been cured, and was 
at home.  It was such a cheerful time for him when he 
received dozens of postcards from all around the 
world. By now he is well, and we have signed down 
from this website but sometimes we get  a postcard 

which brighten his school days. I hope he will remember the fact of how many people have 
rooted for him during those hard days.” 
 
I now have permission from my hospital and I have signed up the oncology department to this 
website, so all of my students can get and take postcards home.  We plan to hang them in the 
schoolroom, in the consulting room and in the outpatient department. 
 
I encourage everybody to try it. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Send Kids the World 

Tóthné Almássy Monika
 moni.almassy@gmail.com 

http://www.sendkidstheworld.com/index.php/home.html
http://www.sendkidstheworld.com/index.php/home.html
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NEWS 

 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
I want to inform you, that the preliminary programme will soon be published on our website. 
 
Please try to arrive on Tuesday, 10th May 2016! 
From 14:00 to 17:00 there will be a pre-event presentation of LeHo 
www.lehoproject.eu/en/vienna-training and we start with the "Check In" (i.e. the registration) 
at 17:00 (5pm). 
 
On that evening we offer you a "Meet and Greet" with snacks, drinks and more! 
 
The call for papers was successful - please send your abstracts as soon as possible, at least until 
12th Jan 2016! 
 
Please keep in mind, that a "workshop" should really be a time for exchange, discussion and 
contribution.  
 
The categories “main lecture” (max. 30min and time for discussion) and “short presentation” 
(max. 15min) offer the possibility to state your ideas, theories and reports.  
 
Best wishes 
Vienna, November 2015 
 
 

    Ingrid Schierer 
On behalf of the organising team 
          ingrid.schierer@aha-verein.at 

http://www.lehoproject.eu/en/vienna-training
mailto:ingrid.schierer@aha-verein.at
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The next NL will be edited in March.  Its content will be about the details of the 

conference in Wien in 2016. 

I want say thank you to Marie Sherlock for the English language corrections of this 

edition and Fabrizio Mencarini for his great help in the technical part. 

 
During the last board meeting in Deal we took a big step. 

We asked the major Mayor of the small town to name a street after our association. 

Here you can see the result. 

 
 

 

Jokes section 


