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 Editorial 

Dear members of HOPE, friends and colleagues, 
 
We ended the last school year with our conference in Vienna and 
we start the newly equipped with the ideas that were presented 
there.  
The whole is greater that the sum of its parts (Aristotle). Let’s build 
on what we have brought together in May in order to take one step 
forward for a more professional and creative hospital pedagogy. 
 
I wish all of you a successful school year. 
 

                                     Monika Almássy 
                                                                                    editor 

 
Budapest – Buda Castle 
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Hello, my name is Jan Haverkate. I am the President of HOPE. 

A question. What do these famous people have in common? 

Sigmund Freud, Madeleine Albright, Rudolf Nureyev, Marlene 

Dietrich, Frederic Chopin, Albert Einstein, Nelson Mandela, 

Anne Frank, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Isabelle Allende and the 

Dalai Lama? 

They have in common, that once they were all refugees. They 

left their homes, their countries, their friends, fearing for their 

lives. As refugees they were often as ‘welcome as water in 

one’s shoes’. 

And what a remarkable coincidence, we have an almost 

endless stream of refugees in Europe nowadays. They took the 

risk and travelled often last minute and always ‘all inclusive’. Very often a refugee boat was their 

Yale University and their Harvard University. As long as there is life, there is hope. 

Refugees are often strangers in a new country. And then, what is a stranger?  
I like this definition: A stranger is a friend you haven’t met yet. 

For many desperate parents of sick students from all over the world, Europe is a safe haven for a 

good medical treatment for their children. We as Hospital Teachers, we meet with all these so 

called “strangers”. 

Then it is often difficult to speak, but impossible to stay silent. How do we act? 
How welcome is then an open ear that wants to listen? It is up to us to choose between 

exclusion or inclusion. Great thoughts come from the heart. Let’s open our hearts and let’s stop, 

look and listen. 

Therefore I love the theme of this HOPE Congress: “Migration, Multilingualism and Medical 
Needs – Pedagogics for the twenty first Century.” 
In the past few days we all arrived in Vienna, the place to be. Vienna, since centuries a crossroad 

of cultures, religions and languages. 

I want to read for you a poem of Jagjit Singh, a poet from Uganda. The title of the poem is 

“Arrival”. 

You can arrive in many ways. With a hug. With an escort. 

With a passport. Or undocumented. Released. Expelled from your country. 

As prodigal son. As the long-awaited. Or with your lover waiting for you. 

At an airport. At a barrier, scared. Or at a door that swings open for you. 

With memory. Or not remembered. With death on your heels. Alive again. 

Arriving is eternal and once-only. You arrive like who you were not before. 

 

Speech at the opening of the HOPE Congress on 11th of May 2016 
in Vienna 
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(So far the poem) 

I want to thank the organising team of Austria, for their great preparations for our HOPE 

Congress. You worked so hard for two years with a good team spirit. 

Friends of HOPE, welcome in sunny Vienna, you are all as welcome as the flowers in May. 

Thank you for your attention and have a nice stay. 

 

 

                                           Jan Haverkate 
                                         President of HOPE 
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We thank all of the participants who did not spare the effort to come to Vienna. You gave us 
wonderful days and, as we hope, you had a great time in Vienna. I also want to thank all the 
speakers who bothered to write papers. Their very informative lectures and innovative 
workshops made the congress very successful. 
 
Why are there such congresses, seminars and big events? 
We know that many colleagues have much experience and knowledge in regard to teaching and 
caring for hospitalized children and their expertise should be made known and recognized. A 
congress is an opportunity to convey specific information, which would otherwise be left unsaid. 
 
The lectures can be either read and/or heard. Our website http://hope2016vienna.eu/ will be 
available until the end of the current year.  You will find the lectures in full length, which can be 
downloaded (but only the lectures from those speakers who gave us the permission to make this 
possible). 
 
A major concern for us was the programme compiled in a volume in printed form. In this 
programme book, which you were given in Vienna, not only the abstracts of the lectures are 
collected but you can find also the CVs of the speakers.  
 
The website of the organising association “AHA” http://www.aha-verein.at/will also remain 
permanently and can offer you: press reports, the possibility to hear the audio files of the 
lectures (only from the speakers who allowed us the recording) and to see the film, which we 
produced in memory of the congress.  
Furthermore the website http://www.aha-verein.at/offers also in future the possibility to publish 
texts, to show what pupils have produced as well as an exchange of practical and theoretical 
ideas. Please contact  ingrid.schierer@aha-verein.at if you want to publish something. Through 
this service also all hospital teachers who did not have the possibility to participate in Vienna will 
have the opportunity to get into contact with each other and to forward hospital teaching. 
 
What remains of the congress in Vienna? 
Besides the nice memories of the entertaining programme and the City of Vienna, the scientific 
and pedagogical relevance remains – as we hope. For the first time, the problems of migration, 
immigrant backgrounds, multilingualism, as well as that of persons who have no language in 
common were taken into consideration in regard to hospital teaching.  
 
The problems and great challenges in schools, as a consequence of the great influx of refugees 
seeking political asylum were discussed from the particular angle of the hospital teachers. Not 

HOPE Conference Vienna 

http://hope2016vienna.eu/
http://www.aha-verein.at/
http://www.aha-verein.at/
mailto:ingrid.schierer@aha-verein.at
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only language-related problems prevent communication in the hospitals, but also emerging 
cultural issues especially connected with the stay in a hospital. 
 
During a ‘normal’ stay in a hospital, illness and the necessary treatment have priority over 
teaching. Trauma, the need to flee and the experience of being uprooted and losing one’s home 
are of even greater importance. The pedagogical work of the hospital teacher offers the 
possibility to help pupils who have experienced violence and to deal with psychological problems 
during lessons, besides the provision of targeted language training to open up a new approach to 
children and juveniles with a migration background AND in medical care. 
Transmitted contents and issues during the congress relating to multilingualism and language 
acquisition can be transferred from ‘our’ hospital teaching in Vienna to the teaching in the 
hospitals of the countries of the participants. Teaching ill children and juveniles in Austrian 
hospitals can be taken for granted but needs continuous academic support in such disciplines as 
education, psychology, psychiatry, cultural anthropology, linguistics, medicine, general 
pedagogics. 
Future tasks? 
We hope that our congress, with the burning issue and its high-grade lectures, shows a way 
forward as well as for the hospital schools itself as for the co-operation with the schools where 
our pupils come from. Hospital teachers have a more direct contact with their ill and traumatized 
pupils and therefore an even better insight into their thoughts and feelings. We think that 
knowledge gained in such relationship can be precious for schooling in general and language 
learning in particular. 
 

Ingrid Schierer 
On behalf of the organizing team 

 

  

http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/language+acquisition.html
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/language+acquisition.html
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The CM’s meeting in Vienna 
took place over two sessions 
on the 9th and 10th May with 
over 31 participants consisting 
of Committee Members, Board 
Members and guests. 
 
The meeting was chaired by 
Marianthi Papdimitriou 
(Greece) and Theodora 
Armenkova  (Bulgaria). 
The agenda was arranged by 
Marianthi and Theodora based 
on the suggestions from CMs 
forwarded to Marie Sherlock 
(UK) HOPE secretary. 
 
The usual formalities and format of this meeting were adhered to. Some of the major discussions 
focussed on the CM’s task list. This was a continuation of the discussion that continued during 
the Committee Member’s meeting during the Congress in Bucharest in 2014. There was a 
general agreement that communication is a vital part of a Committee Members role. At the very 
minimum it supports the continued work of HOPE in ensuring that membership lists and fees are 
maintained. Other considerations looked at memorable gadgets that could be adopted by HOPE 
to both elevate the profile of the organisation and to generate funds. Adopting a national day 
event was also considered to be a positive step to supporting and illustrating the aim of HOPE. 
 
Committee Members also had the opportunity to describe current developments in hospital 
education in their country. Proposals for the general assembly were also explained and 
discussed. These related specifically to the membership categories available in the organisation 
and a review of the internal regulations of the organisation. 
 
Leaders from the HOPE Workshops gave updates on the progress of their work, whilst various 
committee members described their experiences of working with the ombudspersons in their 
respective countries. The group also heard feedback about the renewal of HOPE’s status as an 
INGO. 
 
Finally, thanks were extended to Brigitte Gruber (Austria) from the committee members for all 
the hard work and preparation that had been undertaken by her and her colleagues in the 
organising of the Congress in Vienna. Jan Haverkate asked those present to discuss with the 
members from their own countries if they would be interested in organising the HOPE Congress 
in 2020. 

Committee Member’s Meeting 
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The General Assembly took place on Friday 13th starting at 9.00am. The formalities of a HOPE 
General Assembly were followed. The agenda had been prepared by Marie Sherlock (UK) HOPE 
secretary based on proposals and suggestions from the membership of HOPE.  For the purposes 
of voting, 96 valid votes were recorded to be available at the General Assembly. In accordance 
with the Internal Regulations the agenda and proposals were published on the HOPE website 
prior to the General Assembly. 
 
Jan Haverkate (The Netherlands) President of HOPE, welcomed all members and expressed his 
gratitude on behalf of all the participants of the Congress, to Ingrid Schierer and the Viennese 
organising committee for the success of the HOPE Congress in Vienna. 
 
The minutes of the General Assembly held in Bucharest in 2014, along with the Activities of the 
Board and the financial report were all unanimously agreed to. The following proposals were 
made, discussed and voted on: 
 

 To review the internal regulation to ensure that they are consistent with the Statutes of 

HOPE  

78 supported this proposal 

18 against this proposal 

 To change HOPE membership categories and associated voting privileges, allowing members 

from non-European countries to have the same voting rights as those from European 

countries. 

76 supported this proposal 

20 against this proposal 

 To amend the wording of Workshop 15, The Charter of HOPE to include read as; 

‘Every sick child has the right to tuition within hospital or at home, also when treated in 

another country than their own’ 

General Assembly 
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70 supported this proposal 

26 against this proposal 

 

Presentations and expressions of gratitude were made to Marie Sherlock (UK) HOPE Secretary 
and Robert Kirsch (Luxembourg) HOPE Treasurer as they stepped down from their roles within 
the Board. Their successors, Amy Blyth (UK) Secretary and Fergal McNamara (Ireland) Treasurer 
gave presentations about themselves, their interest in HOPE, and were voted on to the Board 
unanimously. The remaining members of the Board expressed their continued commitment to 
the Board and were voted to remain. They are: 
 
Jan Haverkate President (The Netherlands) 

Anja De Jong Vice-President  (The Netherlands) 

Katarzyna Wilucka-Haczkowska  (Poland) 

Monika Almassy    (Hungary) 

 
The Congress finished with presentations about the next Congress in Poznan, Poland. These were 
introduced by hospital school representatives of the organising team from Poznan and by city 
officials. This is scheduled to take place in May 2018. 
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Snapshots   
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You’re welcome to write and send me articles for the Newsletters. The next NL will be 
edited in December, before Christmas time. If you have any ideas about the content, 

please share with me (moni.almassy.hope@gmail.com) 
And finally I’m very grateful to Fabrizio Mencarini for his great help in the technical 
part of this edition too. 

NEWS 

 
 
  

 

 

 

eTWINNING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016 

eTwinning and Digital citizenship 

Conference Programme 

  
Digital Citizenship is a concept for our age, a world where most people have an identity and life in the 

online world, as much as they have in real world. Digital Citizenship is a broad concept that explores how 

best we should act in this online world, what we need to be aware of and of course what are our rights 

and responsibilities. 

 

eTwinning is the Community for schools in Europe which has reached 390,000 teachers and growing. 

eTwinning offers a means to teachers to educate their pupils in preparation for their full participation in a 

connected society where everyone can play a role beyond the boundaries of their local environment. 

 

The focus of the conference is to explore together how to raise the capabilities of the schools of today to 

be prepared for the challenges of the fully digital society of tomorrow. 

Where: Hotel Athenaeum Intercontinental 

Athens, Greece 

When: 27-29 October 2016 

mailto:moni.almassy.hope@gmail.com

