
  
    

Editor	of	this	number	

Monika	Almássy	 Dear Collegaues, Friends, members of HOPE, 

A new school year – with renewed energy, new goals, new plans and a new editor 
of HOPE Newsletter. This is my last edition. It was a great pleasure to do the 
editorial work for so many years. Thank you very for your cooperation, your 
contributions and reflections.  I hope you were satisfied with the contents. 
Let me introduce you to my successor, Liana from Armenia. Thank  you Liana. You 
are very welcome! 

December 2017 - January 2018 

September-October 2018 

 
 

Hello, I am Liana Sanamyan. I am a special 
education teacher and have been 
working for the Hospital School in 
Yerevan, Armenia since 1998 first as a 
volunteer and since 2003 in different 
capacities teaching English, organizing 
special events and activities for the 
hospital school children, leading the 
summer camps, etc. 

I  graduated from the Yerevan State University, faculty of foreign languages, 
thus I speak 4 languages: Armenian (native), Russian, English and Spanish and 
am on my way of learning French now. In 2006 I continued my education at the 
Bemidji State University in Minnesota, USA to obtain an M.S in Special 
Education. I am married and am a mother of two youngsters: two beautiful girls.  
 
Direct Aid Association Hospital School has been HOPE member since 2004 and 
since the beginning I have been involved in HOPE activities as well as the HOPE 
Committee. I feel extremely honored to be editing the next Newsletter of HOPE 
(January edition) and I hope our cooperation will be strong and fruitful.  
 
This is a special edition –  the usual post congress Newsletter, but at the end 
you can read very interesting articles from Lithuania and South-Korea too. 
Enjoy reading 

 
 

Monika Almássy 
   editor 
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Hello, my name is Jan Haverkate, I am the President of HOPE. 
 
For me there is one word that changed the history of Poland. This word changed me and in fact this word 
changed the whole world. This word is solidarity. 
 
Polish solidarity broke down the Berlin Wall and much more. It was in Berlin in 1989. I think we all 
remember very well ordinary people crying in the streets, crying of happiness. 
 
Solidarity is about inclusion. Solidarity is about imagination. Solidarity is about hope. 
 
Solidarity is about the good match between the head and the heart. Solidarity is about the imagination of 
troubles that can happen to you, long before the troubles are there. 
 
Solidarity fits very well with the interesting theme of this HOPE Congress: “Equal education in Hospital 
Schools. How to put an end to exclusion of sick students and their families”. 
 
The Dutch poet Remco Campert once wrote: 
 
Asking yourself a question, that is where resistance starts. 
And then you ask someone else the same question. 
 
(so far the quotation) 
 
At the end, solidarity will pay off, but the waiting time is the hardest time. 
 
Solidarity paid off in Poland. It will pay off within HOPE. 
 

Opening	speech	of	the	President	
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Imagine how you want to be helped, when you had much bad luck in your life. Sick students, who had a 
lot of bad luck, show us daily what they want, they want inclusion. Sick students are begging us: see me, 
feel me, touch me, heal me. 
 
We, hospital teachers, we can imagine how it is, to be sick in bed for a long time. 
 
A wise man once said: Imagination is more important than knowledge. Guess who I quoted: The one and 
only Albert Einstein. 
 
Another way to express solidarity. 
 
A poem by Erich Fried, who was an Austrian poet. 
 
What it is 
 
It is nonsense, says reason 
It is what it is, says love 
It is calamity, says calculation 
It is nothing but pain, says fear 
It is hopeless, says insight 
It is what it is, says love 
It is ridiculous, says pride 
It is foolish, says caution 
It is impossible, says experience 
It is what it is, says love 
 
(So far the poem) 
 
Why are we, hospital teachers, getting up every morning? I guess I know why we do that. Because we 
have a dream. It is good to have dreams. Inclusion of sick students is our dream and our goal. 
 
A goal is a dream with a deadline. Talking about deadlines. When will exclusion be finished in the world? 
 
Exclusion will be finished if one day the white smoke comes out of the chimney of the Vatican in Rome, to 
show the world a new Pope was chosen. And then the big window at the Saint Peter Square opens and 
there the new Pope shows up, who is a black woman. But that can take quite a while. 
 
We, hospital teachers are very lucky, we don’t have to wait so long. We can practise inclusion in our daily 
work. I wish you all good luck with that beautiful goal, inclusion. 
 
I want to thank the organising team of Poland, for their excellent preparations for our HOPE Congress. 
You worked so hard for two years with a good team spirit. Thank you, thank you so much!! 
 
Dear friends of HOPE, welcome in sunny Poznan.  
 
As president of HOPE I hereby declare the 11th HOPE Congress 2018 in Poznan to be opened. 
 
Thank you for your attention and enjoy the stay. 
 

Jan Haverkate 
    President of HOPE  
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"Equal education in hospital schools. How to put a stop to 
exclusion of sick children and their families?” 

 
(A look back at) HOPE Congress Poznań 

 

Dear Members of HOPE, Friends and Colleagues, 

Although the organisation of this year’s HOPE Congress wasn’t all plain sailing, we finally reached the shore! 
Neither the 2 fire alarms nor NATO drill could stop us from carrying it through. 

Four organisers came together to work actively as a team towards a common goal – to make the congress 
a success: Special School Complex no. 110 in Poznań, Edukadis Foundation and HOPE. The technical side of 
the organisation was managed by Poznań International Fair and World Trade Center (Congress Secretariat 
– application, payment, invoices, accommodation).  

The 2018 edition was held in the Novotel in the heart of Poznań, a charming vibrant city, and an important 
business meeting point in Poland.  

It saw 215 hospital teachers and other professionals from 30 countries of  Europe and beyond getting 
together to share experiences and enrich their knowledge. The delegates represented the following 
countries: Armenia, Austria, Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Colombia, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, New 
Zealand, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Spain, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom. 

There were 16 lectures and 33 workshops during which we discussed practice trends, tracked advances and 
presented issues relating to sick students and their rights. You will find the abstracts as well as profiles of 
the speakers on our website: http://hope2018.pl/ which will be available for the duration of one calendar 
year. Unfortunately due to recently introduced GDPR this time round we will not be able to publish the 
presentations on the congress website. The photos from the event were stored in an iCloud and made 
available for everyone to download for three months following the congress. 
 
Our objective was to find a variety of solutions to the problem of exclusion facing chronically sick students 
and their families. That’s why the Scientific Committee carefully reviewed all submitted abstracts that met 
this criterion. To achieve this aim speakers and workshop leaders from around the world contributed the 
best of their knowledge, experience, results of the latest research, and examples of best practices in 
education, health and student wellbeing. 

HOPE	Conference	Poznan	
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We were very proud to have professor Phillip Zimbardo as the honorary scientific patron of the event. His 
opening video speech illuminated the first day of lectures and workshops. 
 
Throughout the Congress participants could also enjoy the exhibition of children’s artwork displayed in the 
hallway of the Congress centre. The pictures alongside 26 translations of the HOPE Charter, video 
presentations of Polish hospital schools at work as well as Bajkowóz (Fairytale Trolley) made up 
complementary setting of the programme.  
 
On the first day of the Congress attendees could enjoy a visit to one of 9 hospital schools located in and 
near Poznan that wanted to showcase their work and engage visitors in experience-sharing conversations. 
Each school came up with a special programme filled with surprises, which translated to an overall positive  
experience for congress participants. 
Among the congress patrons were the Ombudsman for Children Marek Michalak, The City of Poznań, Local 
Education Authority in Poznań, and Adam Mickiewicz University. By agreeing to support us in our efforts 
they contributed to the organisation with their knowledge, funds, and professional services.  
 
The Opening Ceremony took place in The White Room of Poznan City Hall, and it was attended by a few 
notable politicians and representatives of local and education authorities: 
 

- Jędrzej Solarski – deputy mayor of Poznań,  
- Elżbieta Leszczyńska of the Local Education Authority, 
- Elżbieta Roeske – vice president of Międzynarodowe Targi Poznańskie, 
- Prof. Agnieszka Cybal – Michalska of Adam Mickiewicz University, 
- Dr n. med. Paweł Daszkiewicz – Head of Karol Jonscher Clinic Medical University, 
- Jan Mazurczak – president of Poznań Local Tourist Organisation, 
- Prof. Kinga Kuszak of Adam Mickiewicz University, 
- Wiesław Banaś – vice head of Local Education Authority, 
- Andrzej Białas – representative of the city of Poznań. 

 
Alongside the extensive and thought-provoking scientific programme our social programme provided great 
opportunities to come together as a community. We hope you experienced the best that Poznań can offer 
and the memories of the time spent there will stay with you. The overwhelming amount of feedback we 
received suggests that the Snack&Beer at Old Market in the splendid Poznań Old City as well as the 
Barbecue and a good old knees-up in“Spot” may well do that. 
 
Luckily, despite our doubts as to the May weather which can turn surprisingly cold in Poland, we were 
blessed with a few sunny and pleasantly warm mid-spring days. 
 
We hope that both the moments of fun and relaxation as well as hard work and synergies created during 
the lectures and workshops will result in energy and newly found passion to use or adapt many innovations 
from different countries. We believe every hospital teacher can incorporate them in their work to ensure 
continuity of education for the sick child at the same time assisting in their inclusion and minimizing gaps 
in provision of education. 

Owing a lot to all the participants, our friends, colleagues, team members, and volunteers (all 54 of whom 
lent a helping hand assisting the event until the very end) we would like to express our deepest gratitude 
and heartfelt thanks to all those who contributed to making the Congress a success. Without your good 
energy, enthusiastic attitude, patience, time sacrifice, and perseverance we would never have done it!  

I could not help but reflect on the nature of who we are and the moments we share when we come together 
as a community. Looking at all of us during lectures, breaks, social occasions in the evenings I remembered 
the words of a Polish poet, Cyprian Kamil Norwid who once wrote: “Let’s learn to differ beautifully” – we 
do not have to learn, we are simply beautifully different. 
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Despite the differences of nationality, culture or age we stand for the same values - the ones represented 
in the three colours of the Congress logo: passion, hope and safety.  
 
Below you will find the link to photos. 
We hope that it will be a pleasure for you to watch them and recall nice moments in Poznań. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15et_l6j9qLHDkDx-eaUwN-jCFUiWOHxk?usp=sharing 

• Here is a sampling of your wonderful feedback we received after the Congress: 

…We all have in common: our great involvement in the education of sick children. And how 
wonderful that they made it possible to meet and greet our colleagues from all over the world with 
the ‘same souls’. 
 
… The whole Congress program made it possible for HOPE members from many countries come 
together and exchange experience working towards the well being and serving the educational 
needs of our students. We will not be able to express all the things that impressed us at the Congress, 
but as for the organizers we would like to mention some of the things that stood out, alongside with 
the scientific part of the program. 
… The school visits were an exceptional opportunity not only to experience by hearing but also by 
seeing. 
 
… Perfect Organisation, highly professional Congress, warm-hearted organizing team, best hosts... 
Thank you so much for these unforgettable and most appreciated memories and gained knowledge!  
I can add so much more, e.g. that I appreciated the opportunity for healthy food and punctuality 
(no delays, everything well timed). I was also very impressed by the foreign languages spoken by 
the organizers and volunteers. Even in the school which I visited, we had the chance to get a tour 
in English, French, Spanish and (perfect!!!) German. Incredible! 
Thank you so much for your hard work. 

 
… Thank you very much for a well prepared congress and a lovely social program. Your team, the 
teachers and educators were so motivated. And the kids' performances were absolutely 
touching.  And who would have thought that one day a HOPE congress would take place 
synchronized with NATO exercises!? Even Obelix showed up – in honor of the 60th anniversary of 
the French 5th republic and the 11th HOPE Congress. 
 
… The organisation was superb.  The programme was relevant and meaningful to our hospital 
school.  We enjoyed the walking tour on Monday p.m. – the guide was very helpful.  The visit to the 
hospital was very well organised and the volunteer third level students were most helpful.   We 
enjoyed the official opening ceremony in the Town Hall and I have returned home with a lovely 
forget-me-not plant. 
  
We enjoyed very much all the key presentations and the parallel sessions in the afternoons.  I was 
delighted to give a presentation at the TeachMeet session at the Wednesday session.  I very much 
appreciated the efficient ICT support, which made it run very smoothly.   
  
It was my pleasure to participate in the wonderful Congress that you and your team assembled.  The 
Congress was exceptionally well-organized.  I will definitely plan to join the next Congress in 
Estonia in 2020… 
… Once again, thank you and your team for planning such a dynamic Congress. 

 
All the warm and accurate words that others wrote can only express what an amazing work you all 
did to enable this congress to be so successful.  
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You thought about all the small details as well as the major ones and we could all feel it and that is 
what made it so special. Thank you for the opportunity to meet so many professionals in this unique 
& special role who could talk, lecture, experience, work, be inspired, be moved by others etc. but 
mainly remember what an important role we all have in the hospitals and why we should continue 
to develop ourselves and look forward to carrying out our vision. 
 
Thank you for all those special moments and for this opportunity to explore Poznan.. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kasia Haczkowska 
kasiahaczkowska@gmail.com 
 
On behalf of the Organising Team 
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Monday 14th May 
 

…The meeting took place in 2 parts over Monday 14th May and Tuesday 15th May in the Barcelona room. 
The President welcomed and opened the meeting. Maria Schmidt and Theodora Armenkova…were 
appointed as chairpersons in Marianthi Papadimitriou’s absence. The only apology received was from 
Marianthi who would join to chair the meeting on Tuesday. Kim Davies   was appointed as minutes secretary 
the committee/board meeting was attended by 22 CMs,6 board members and 6 guests. 
 
There was a brief reflection on the success of the Vienna congress   2016 from Brigitte Gruber. 
 
The minutes of the committee/ board meeting and the General Assembly meeting in Vienna which had 
been previously available for perusal on the website were approved after some points were raised, noted 
and alterations will be made for final publication. 
 
Following this our HOPE ambassador Michel Kleuters reported on his activities since Vienna which has 
included: 
 

1. Attending a meeting of ENOC composed of children’s Ombudspersons  
2. Visiting the Poznan congress organizers   
3. Meeting with Megan Gilmour and  
4. Meeting with Jan Haverkate about the internal regulations. 

Kasia Wilucka-Haczkowsk then explained the arrangements the for the Poznan congress. 
 
We then heard short reports on hospital education from committee    members from Croatia, Rumania, 
Bulgaria, Luxembourg, Israel, Switzerland, Sweden, Germany and Armenia gave. 
 
Next on the agenda was a discussion about the difference between the roles of Committee members and 
Contact Persons. Some of these CPs are inactive   and will be contacted to see if they still wish to be CPs 
and/or members of HOPE. We agreed to review exact roles of CPs who are mainly from countries outside 
of Europe with few members. 
 
There was a discussion about whether there should be a section on the website giving details of numbers 
of members in each country. Opinion differed and many people voiced their reasons and preferences and 
spoke about the advantages and disadvantages of this feature. We decided on a vote which went in favour 
of placing these details on the website retrospectively for the previous year. This also led to a discussion to 
remind us all that payment for membership runs from January. covering   the calendar rather than Academic 
year. 
 
 Following this discussion the president raised the idea of creating an Awareness Day for Sick children at 
school. This was discussed and there was a general interest and agreement but more work needs to be 
done on deciding on objectives, target audience, suitable date. CMs will pass on to members to get 
response and ideas. 
 
The President then showed us the new promotional HOPE products/gifts. 
 
The next item was Honorary membership in which JH explained that the proposal was to make four former 
presidents honorary members of HOPE. Three former presidents have accepted this offer in principal. There 
followed a discussion about whether this should go ahead and many committee members expressed their 
concerns and opinions. It was decided to take it to a vote and this went in favour of on this occasion going 
ahead with the decision. At the G.A there was a proposal about how this will progress and full details will 
be in full minutes of the G.A meeting.  

•	Short	report	on	Committee/Board	meeting	14th/15th	May	2018	Poznan	•	
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The next point delivered by the president concerned the compiling of a Global Address List of Hospital 
schools/teachers. Jan showed an example on Power point and there was a discussion about its purpose, 
use and safety. The advantages and disadvantages were discussed and this is a work in progress. 
 

Tuesday 15th May 
 
…Marianthi Papadimitriou opened the meeting on 15th May as chairperson for Tuesday’s section of the 
meeting. Kim Davies appointed as minutes secretary. 

 
HOPE Workshops. 
 
 The first workshop was Addie Sierksma who presented the “The Charter of Hope” is now available in 25 
languages. Several languages were missing and in response to a request a number of members present 
agreed to attempt to solve this through their contacts and pass on to Addie. 
 
The next agenda item under the heading of Workshops was a presentation by Maria Schmidt on Map of 
Hope. Maria who leads this workshop explained that there had been many initial technical problems which 
are now solved and urged committee members to add details for their countries. Committee members 
were requested where possible to add their country details by around Autumn 2018. 
 
The next item was new board members and their roles. Kim Davies was introduced as secretary and an 
explanation was given for her appointment. Next, Treasurer, Fergal McNamara shared information and 
answered CM’s questions on the following: online banking and its management, access and operation of 
accounts and the quest for a new banking account, acquiring PAYPAL, individual payments, balances, 
financial reports and role of auditors. 
 
The next item was mailing lists and CM page. Christine Walser and Maria Schmidt raised concern over the 
mail chimp mailing list and the fact that members had been contacted and received the newsletter directly 
whereas committee members should maintain contact with their country members and contacting 
members directly would erode their role. Fergal explained that this had been an error has not been used 
since.  
 
Next, Jan Haverkate presented about the Global address list of Hospital Schools and Teachers currently 
being compiled. We discussed its uses and the advantages and disadvantages of such a list.  
 The next item was on board members. We discussed the criteria for becoming a member of HOPE board. 
Marianthi expressed a view that new board members should have previous HOPE experience with which 
Maria Schmidt agreed and brought up also that we don’t have to rush into finding a sixth member to replace 
Moni Almassy who edits the newsletter, we can have 5.  
 
Next, Jan explained the procedure of how the changes were made to internal regulations. There was a 
discussion about data protection and that as it is a law we have to follow we do not need to mention it in 
the internal regulations…it is elsewhere on website. Some points of internal regulations were discussed 
notably that any suspended memberships should go through CMs and points to go forward are that in 
future decisions about honorary membership there will be a working committee to consider who is 
awarded. 
 
 Following this Maria Schmidt explained that the Website workshop which worked on updating and 
renewing the website is inactive at present and that she has handed over to the president. Marianthi 
volunteered to take the lead on re starting this with a group of interested volunteers. 
 
The final items were short presentations on: 
 

1. Scientific Journal on Hospital Teaching… Michele Capurso 
2. Well at School by Martin Dixon and Maria Marinho 
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3. A NASEN guide… Children with Medical needs, What schools and settings need to Know… Marianthi 
Papadamitriou 

Close of Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
The General Assembly took place on Friday 18th May starting at 10.30 am. The formalities of a HOPE General 
Assembly were followed. The agenda had been prepared by Kim Davies (UK) HOPE secretary based on 
proposals and suggestions from the membership of HOPE. For the purposes of voting 125 valid votes were 
recorded to be available at The General Assembly. In accordance with the Internal Regulations the agenda 
and was published on the HOPE website prior to the General Assembly. Four tellers: two from The 
Netherlands and two from Romania were appointed. 
 
Jan Haverkate (The Netherlands) President of HOPE, welcomed all members and expressed his gratitude 
on behalf of all the participants of the Congress to Beata Lukomska, Katarzyna Wilucka-Haczkowska and 
the Polish organizing committee for the success of the HOPE Congress in Poznan. The minutes of the 
General Assembly held in Vienna in May 2016 along with the Activities of the HOPE board and the financial 
report including balances and budgets were unanimously approved. 
 
Presentations and expressions of gratitude were made to Monika Almassy and Amy Blyth on their stepping 
down from their roles on the board. Amy Blyth’s successor Kim Davies gave a presentation about herself 
and was voted on to the board. The remaining members of the board expressed their continued 
commitment to the Board and were voted to remain. 
 
They are: 
 

o Jan Haverkate - President (The Netherlands) 

o Anja De Jong - Vice President (The Netherlands) 

o Katarzyna Wilucka-Haczkowska - Vice Secretary (Poland) 

o Fergal Mc Namara - Treausurer (Ireland) 

 
There was an explanation about some of the changes in the internal regulations which had been discussed 
in the committee meeting regarding taking out the part about data protection and the proposed procedure 
for how honorary members and ambassadors of HOPE will be decided in future. 
 
Kasia gave a report summary of the committee meeting which took place on Monday and Tuesday of the 
congress week. We heard from the leaders about the progress of HOPE workshops and of the HOPE 
facebook page. 
 
Three former presidents of HOPE were awarded honorary membership of HOPE and were presented with 
gifts. 
 
The General Assembly and congress finished with a presentation about the next HOPE Congress which will 
take place in Tallinn, Estonia in May 2020. 
 

  

•	Short	report	on	General	Assembly	Meeting	Poznan	2018	for	Newsletter	•	
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Today the Board of HOPE wants to thank former Presidents of HOPE, by giving them the lifelong lasting title 
of Honorary Member of HOPE. 
 
 
 

First of all, Gerd Falk. Gerd was pleased and honoured when I told 
her that she was nominated to become Honorary Member of 
HOPE. Unfortunately, Gerd cannot be with us these days. 
 
Gerd asked Maria Schmidt, her old friend from the Board of HOPE, 
to receive the gift on behalf of Gerd. Thanks Maria for your help. 
Gerd Falk was in the Board of HOPE from 1998 till 2010. Gerd was 
President of HOPE for six years, from 2004 till 2010. One of the 
topics Gerd focused on was the Charter of HOPE, perhaps one of 
the best statements of HOPE. 
 
Most of us remember her additional sentence for the Charter of 
HOPE we voted for at the HOPE Congress in Vienna. Nowadays we 
have 26 translations of the Charter of HOPE available on the 
website. Gerd is still involved in this last development, as member 
of the Workshop Charter of HOPE. Maria, I hereby offer you the 
gift for Gerd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mojca Topic was very happy to hear that she was nominated 
as Honorary Member of HOPE. Unfortunately, Mojca cannot 
be here these days. Mojca asked her good friend Branka from 
Slovenia to receive the gift on behalf of her. Thank you Branka 
for your help. 
 
Mojca was in the Board of HOPE from 2006 till 2012. Mojca 
was co-President of HOPE with Michele Capurso from 2010 
till 2012. 
 
Mojca was one of the first Hospital Teachers who practised 
online teaching for sick students. Mojca organised camps for 
sick students with renal/kidney diseases. 
 
Mojca liked innovation. Also, within the Board of HOPE Mojca 
brought innovation. Branka, hereby I offer you the gift for 
Mojca. 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorary	members	of	HOPE	
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Michele Capurso was pleasantly surprised to hear about his 
nomination as Honorary Member of HOPE. I am very glad you 
can be with us at this HOPE Congress. 
 
Michele was in the Board of HOPE from 2004 till 2012. Michele 
was co-President, together with Mojca Topic, from 2010 till 
2012. In your term as President of HOPE, the Board achieved 
a lot. You made new statutes for HOPE, it was a heavy delivery. 
 
After stepping down as President, you continued to work for 
continuity in education, by managing the LeHo project and 
nowadays you take the initiative for a scientific journal about 
Hospital Teaching. It is with great pleasure Michele, that I can 
offer you this title and little gift. 
 

 
 
The Board nominated 4 former Presidents of HOPE to become Honorary Member of HOPE. 
 
One of them, Christian Lieutenant from Belgium, did not want to accept his nomination. Gerd Falk, Mojca 
Topic and Michele Capurso, they all stated: But I was only the leader of a team, leader of the Board of HOPE. 
Working in the Board is always teamwork, the acronym TEAM stands for Together Everybody Achieves 
More. 
 
In fact, these gifts for the former Presidents are for all Board members from the past. But to keep it cost 
effective, we only give them to the former Presidents. 

 
 
 
 

There is one man within HOPE, who is almost invisible. He 
works for HOPE in the last thirteen years now. Every week he 
works for HOPE about two hours. Every year he works for 
HOPE for more than 100 hours. 
 
If HOPE should have paid him € 30,00 for every hour, HOPE 
would have spent more than forty thousand Euros the last 
thirteen years. 
 
But for HOPE he works for free. His commitment is 
unbelievable. His flexibility is immense and his mood is always 
good.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen: our IT man, our wonderful webmaster 
Fabrizio Mencarini from Italy. 
I think he deserves a big applause from us all. Fabrizio I hereby 
want to offer you a bottle, as a little gift of HOPE for your 
outstanding contribution to HOPE. 
 

 
Jan Haverkate 

           President of HOPE 

The	invisible	man	in	the	spotlight	
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We are pleased to invite you to attend 12th HOPE Congress, which will 
be held in Estonia in spring 2020.  
Estonia, with a population of just 1.3 million, is a country in the Baltic 
region of Northern Europe bordered to the north by the Gulf of Finland, 
to the west by the Baltic Sea, to the south by Latvia and to the east by 
Lake Peipus and Russia. Across the Baltic Sea lie Sweden and Finland. 
Estonian basic education is the best in Europe and in the top 3 globally. 
The skills of Estonia’s basic school students rank among the best in the 
world and at the absolute top in Europe. According to OECD’s PISA 
results, our pupils’ science, math and reading skills are outranked only 
by Singapore and Japan.  

Estonia is also known to be the digital leader of Europe. The educational 
digital revolution in Estonia aims to implement modern digital technology 
more efficiently and effectively in learning and teaching, and to improve 
the digital skills of the entire nation. For example, it includes ensuring 
that every student receives the necessary knowledge and skills to access 
modern digital infrastructure for future use. 
Estonia’s success in the digital revolution can be seen in the educational 
landscape since twice as many students pursue IT careers in Estonia than 
the average in other OECD countries. 
Hospital teaching in Estonia is accredited and run by the local public-
school system, funded by the state. Hospital teachers work in children's 
hospitals and psychiatric hospitals in different parts of Estonia. 

In 2011 Estonian Association of Hospital Teachers was funded and brings together hospital teachers all over 
Estonia. This organization is responsible for the development of hospital teaching locally and 
internationally. 
 
We are happy to announce that the XIIth 
HOPE congress in 2020 will be held in 
Estonia. 
 
The topic of the congress will be “The 
HEART of teaching”, where H stands for 
hospital teaching, E for engagement, A for 
alternative education, R for research and 
T for technology. 
 

See You in Estonia! 
  

                               Estonian Association of Hospital Teachers 
                                                                haiglaope@gmail.com 

  

Invitation	to	the	12th	HOPE	Congress	–	Estonia	
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Inspired by the good spirit at the HOPE Congress 2018 in Poznan, one guest wrote this poem 
about HOPE and about so much more:  
 

From birth to when the time betrays 

the life – a journey on suspended rope, 

but having guides, the love with faith 

today, tomorrow will always be HOPE. 

 
 
 

                                      Poet:  Mr. Nicusor Gliga (from Romania) 
  

Poem	written	at	the	HOPE	Congress	
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Pictures	
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In South Korea, students who fail to attend 
school for more than one third of the entire 
academic year (approximately 60 days – 
weekends and holidays excluded) are not 
eligible for transferring to the next grade 
level in most schools. However, those who 
are undergoing treatment for cancer, 
leukemia, and other severe chronic diseases 
are regarded as “students with health 
impairment” by the Office of Education and 
allowed to complete their academic years 
successfully either through remote schooling 
or with supports from schools operated 
within hospitals. 

Students with Health Impairment? 

The term refers to those who are in need of additional aid for their education because for they have had to 
be hospitalized for more than three months or must regularly receive outpatient treatment. The Office for 
Education decides who can be considered to be a student with health impairment. With the aid from his or 
her class teacher, one can submit an application to check his or her eligibility. 
 

  

The Office of Education 

  

Based on several documents and 

official medical reports submitted 

by the class teacher, the Office of 

Education qualifies a student to be 

recognized as having health 

impairment after thoroughly 

examining the application.  

 ↓  

 
The student with health impairment is 

allowed to receive educational support. 
 

 ↓  ↓  

 

Schools operated within 

hospitals 

   

Remote schooling 

 Students can take classes in 

schools operated by the 

hospital where they are 

hospitalized.  

Students can choose remote 

schooling programs 

organized by the Ministry of 

Education or take remote 

lectures offered by the Office 

of Education. 

South-Korea	–	Yonsei	Cancer	Center	Hospital	School	
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Classes that give alternative credits for school attendance at the Hospital School 

The Hospital School operated by the Yonsei Cancer Center Hospital School is officially permitted by the 
Office of Education to provide classes to those who are diagnosed with cancer, leukemia and other severe 
diseases (students with health impairment). 
 
Yonsei Cancer Center Hospital School has designed its own timetable to run classes for both children and 
adolescents who are hospitalized. For elementary school students with health impairment, one-hour class 
per day is equivalent to one full day attendance. For middle school students with health impairment, two-
hour class is recognized as one full day attendance. 
 

The Education Curriculum at the Hospital School 

The curriculum is divided into two categories: general classes that include cross curricula and various 
activities and individual classes that teach different academic subjects. 
 
- General Classes 

The classes do not differentiate grade levels and students are free to choose any classes they want. 

 
 
  

- 1st class 2nd class 3rd class 4th class 

Mon 

Learning Chinse 

Characters 

(11:00) 

Math 

(14:00) 

Art-psychology 

therapy 

(15:30) 

Kids Art 

(19:00) 

Tue 
Creativity class 

(10:30) 

Music 

(14:30) 

Art Therapy 

(15:30) 

Kids Art 

(19:00) 

Wed 
English Class 

(11:00) 

Design 

Sculpture 

(15:30) 

Making balloons 

(19:00) 
Every third week 

Traditional Culture 

(14:00) 

Thur 
ART POOL 

(11:00) 

Art therapy by a 

mother and a son 

(14:00) 

Music Therapy 

(15:30) 

Kids Art 

(19:00) 

Fri 
Art Therapy 

(11:00) 

Play Science 

(14:00) 

Perler Beads 

(15:30) 

Kids Art 

(19:00) 

Sat 

Science and 

Exploration 

(10:30) 

Making my own 

treasure 

(13:00) 

Kids Art 

(15:30) 
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- Individual Classes 
These are one-on-one classes that are mostly on Korean comprehension, English, and Math. In addition, 
there is a class called “Profession and Careers” in which mentoring on careers and studying takes place. 
 
 
School Returning Programs 
These are specially designed to help students who finished their treatment successfully return to their 
school and continue learning. 
 
- School Returning Program 1 “Love you my friend”  
Students at the Hospital School can invite their class teachers and friends over and spend a meaningful day 
with them. The purpose of this program is to help them continue their social relationship and relieve anxiety 
and fear of going back to school. 
 
- School Returning Program 2 “Distributing guidance books on going back to school after a long absence” 
We have been distributing guidance books for the parents and teachers of students with health impairment 
for their successful return to school. The book contains ways to cope with unexpected situations that the 
student may encounter once they go back to school. 
 
 
Besides the programs introduced above, there are also other various school returning programs and 
education businesses going on. 
 
 

Hye-jin Yun 
Yonsei Cancer Center Hospital School Administrative Director 
anja.dejong@ijsselgroep.nl 
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The community of Vilnius Jonas Lauzikas Consulting-Educational Centre has been involved in HOPE – an 
association of European hospital teachers since 2007. 

Together with other hospital schools of the United Kingdom, Austria, Spain, Italy, France, Norway, Sweden 
and other countries, we have been implementing international Comenius, Erasmus+ projects to share the 
experience of educating children in European countries. 

The community of our centre and the teachers in the three European countries - Italy, Spain and Finland - 
have been participating for two years in the international Erasmus+ project “MagneMathICTs. Pills to cure 
math colds ". 

According to the coordinator Genovaitė Petrauskienė this project is different from previous programs: the 
teachers participating in it are developing various methodological tools for the development of non-
traditional methods for 1-6 grade students suffering from different illnesses. 

The teachers have been involved in testing with sick children the methods of teaching maths using 
Montessori, Singapore, Waldorf, Reggio Emilia and other methodologies. Hospitalized children are very 
fond of covering their mathematics curriculum by playing interesting games. The Teachers' team, led by 
Ramunė Stanevičienė, gathered computer-based mathematical games which are presented on the project's 
website (http://erasmusmagnemathicts.blogspot.lt/p/the-project.html). 

In this way, maths is taught interactively and playfully. Students describe the games after training, 
developing abstract thinking, stimulating reflection, practising critical thinking and making conclusions. 
Project activities promote the integration of the subjects and methodological tools are developed, which 
can be used not only by mathematics, primary education, but also foreign language teachers. "I use the 
project tools, the teaching materials in my English lessons to teach figures, shapes, time, math operations, 
playing games, storytelling," says Nerita Bagdzeviciene. 

Teachers share their experience and the created tools online, during our international meetings, as well as 
with other schools, communities, online. Teachers focus on the achievements of different pedagogical 
systems, trying to adapt them to the needs of sick children. 

"The project participants improved their computer literacy skills by learning to work on a variety of new 
computer programmes and expanding their English language skills. The project work is also published on 
the website of the Centre and can be viewed by all its visitors. 

Erasmus+	project	”MagneMathICTs.	Pills	to	cure	math	colds”	
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An interesting new experience was shared at the meetings of the Teachers' Council and methodological 
groups, "said Lina Židonienė, a teacher of mathematics. 

Participating in the Erasmus+ project “MagneMathICTs. Pills to cure Maths colds.” the students and 
teachers of the Centre, working together and with European hospital schools on common themes, learn 
serious things in playful way and creatively making their isolation from home more entertaining. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Genovaite Petrauskiene 
Headmistress 
rastine@lauzikocentras.vilnius.lt 

 
  

Vilnius Jonas Lauzikas consulting-learning centre 
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You’re welcome to write and send articles for the Newsletters. 
I’m very grateful to Fabrizio Mencarini for his great help in the technical part of this 
edition and to Kim Davies for the language corrections plus Maria Schmidt and Christine 
Walser for the German translation. 


